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1964 – Schoolboys Abroad opens in Barcelona, Spain
1967 – Schoolboys Abroad opens in Rennes, France

ABOUT THE SYA EXPERIENCE
SYA is a yearlong study abroad and homestay program for 
high school juniors and seniors. Each year we select students 
to attend one of our schools in Italy, Spain, France and 
China. Our schools are specifically designed for the American 
high school student, and also for students who enroll from 
international schools, and organized to ensure that they 
have the most rewarding experience possible. We recruit 
and retain faculty from around the world who are dedicated 
to providing a high quality American-style education in an 
international setting. When students arrive at SYA, they will 
find an exciting program that is deliberately and intensively 
focused on both the culture of the SYA country and the 
challenges of the world at large.

Our study abroad model combines the challenge of classes 
taught in the target language, and total cultural immersion 
outside of school, with the support of studying alongside 
American peers. Students keep up with English and math, 
taught in English, by faculty from top independent schools. 
A high percentage of our students come from independent 
schools, including some of the most competitive institutions 
in the country. Last year, students enrolled from over 135 
different schools, from Maine to Alaska and beyond. Others 
join us from public or charter schools. SYA has been the 
leader in high school study abroad for more than 50 years.
sya.org/about

ACADEMICS
Our programs are designed to help students explore their 
interests and provide a challenging curriculum to ensure 
cultural understanding and language acquisition and help 
meet the requirements of a student’s sending school back 
home.

U.S. EDUCATIONAL MODEL WITH A LOCAL FOCUS
   • SYA is accredited by the New England Association 
      of Schools and Colleges (NEASC), which allows students to
      return to their home schools or proceed to college without 
      losing academic ground.
   • Nearly all courses are taught at the AP or Honors level. 
   • Students are graded on an A-F system. 
   • Grades with teacher comments are made available to 
      families and home schools on a quarterly basis. 

   • SYA schools are official test centers for the College Board 
      and, in our European schools, the Average College Test 
      (ACT). Each school has a college counseling liaison to 
      help students along on their college journey.

STUDENTS ARE SUPPORTED BY DEDICATED FACULTY
   • Courses conducted in local language are taught by 
      native speakers. The goal is to enable students to actively 
      communicate with their host family and to participate in the 
      culture of their adopted communities as soon as possible.
   • At the end of the year, the vast majority of our students — 
      even those who came as beginners — take the AP  
      Language and Culture exam relevant to their host country.
   • Courses conducted in English are taught by teachers 
      hired from top U.S. schools. 
   • 44 specialized faculty members accustomed to guiding 
      U.S. high school students as they immerse themselves 
      in the SYA experience at our four schools; 38 of them 
      hold advanced degrees and the average tenure of local 
      faculty is 13 years.

LEARNING BEYOND THE CONVENTIONAL CLASSROOM
SYA’s curriculum lives in and outside of the classroom:
   • Students engage in fieldwork in the local community 
      including research and interviewing local citizens. 
   • Opportunities to participate in collaborative projects with 
      peers at other SYA schools and with organizations and 
      partners like, Model United Nations, Global Issues 
      Network and News-Decoder.
   • Co-Curricular opportunities managed by onsite 
      Co-Curriculars Coordinator.
sya.org/academics

LIVE WITH A CARING HOST FAMILY
The homestay is one of the defining components of the 
SYA experience. The host family is the primary guide to the 
local culture and the key to linguistic and cultural immersion. 
Many of our families have hosted students for years, some 
for more than a decade, and it shows. They provide far more 
than just a place to eat and sleep, and together they help 
students to create memories that last a lifetime. 

SYAAbout SYA

1970 – Renames itself to School Year Abroad (SYA)
1994 – SYA China opens in Beijing



FEEL RIGHT AT HOME
Each SYA school has a Host Family Coordinator who, with 
the Resident Director, carefully matches students with a 
family who is excited to share in their experience, and guide 
them through the process of adapting to a completely 
different set of social norms. There is no typical SYA host 
family; they range from retired adults to families with 
children. What they all have in common is the motivation to 
embrace a foreign son or daughter, and to share in his/her 
experience living abroad.
sya.org/hostfamily

EDUCATIONAL TRAVEL
SEE (AND TOUCH AND SMELL) WORLD-FAMOUS SITES. 
DISCOVER LESSER-KNOWN CULTURAL TREASURES.
Educational travel is a key component of the SYA experience, 
providing opportunities for engagement in the host country, 
academic learning, cultural enrichment, and personal 
discovery and growth. SYA students travel not as tourists, 
but as residents of the country in which they live. SYA 
provides a diversity of opportunities for educational travel, 
including travel as a whole school, travel in smaller groups, 
and independent travel for students in groups of two or 
three. The latter of which is an earned privilege. Students are 
not tourists on SYA trips; they will gain access to parts of the 
country only available to the most seasoned travelers. Our 
trips are one of the most important parts of the SYA journey. 

BLAZE A NEW TRAIL
Starting late in the first semester, after students have 
proven that they can manage the workload and have 
made significant progress in the language, they earn the 
opportunity to travel independently and dig deeper into 
the culture of the host country. After students have secured 
permission from their parents and the Resident Director 
they, along with a small group of friends, can plan a trip to 
a destination that they want to explore further, coordinating 
everything from travel arrangements to lodging. It is a true 
test of their skills and a great way for them to become more 
responsible and self-reliant. 
sya.org/travel

CO-CURRICULARS
DO SOMETHING UNEXPECTED, IGNITE YOUR PASSION 
AND GET INVOLVED IN THE COMMUNITY
At SYA, students have the chance to broaden their horizons 
in ways they’d never expect. Each SYA school has a Co-
Curriculars Coordinator who helps students to choose non-
credit artistic, athletic, or service opportunities in their host 
country. They can dive into the world of martial arts in the 
heart of China or team up with fellow musicians and dancers 
at the music conservatory in Rennes. Or, students can play 
soccer in Spain and harness their love of food in cooking 
classes in Italy. Joining activities is the best way for students 
to meet locals and form friendships and a fantastic way for 
them to practice their language skills! 
sya.org/cocurriculars

About SYA

1999 – SYA Spain relocates to Zaragoza
2001 – SYA Italy opens in Viterbo

2014 – SYA China celebrates its 20 year anniversary
2014-15 – SYA celebrates its 50 year anniversary in Boston

SCHOLARSHIPS AND FINANCIAL AID
In a typical year, up to 50 percent of our families receive 
more than $3 million in financial aid. In addition to need-
based financial aid, SYA offers merit-based scholarships 
to assist families with providing their children an 
outstanding academic experience. 
sya.org/affordingsya

HOW TO APPLY
SYA seeks students who demonstrate that they can 
complete a demanding course of study, who are 
committed to learning the language and immersing 
themselves in the culture of their chosen country. 
Students are admitted to SYA for their junior or senior 
year.

How do I apply?
Visit sya.org/apply to start your application.
Have questions? Our Admissions staff is here to help. 
Call 978.725.6828

IMPORTANT ADMISSIONS DEADLINES:
February 1, 2017: Scholarship Applications
February 15, 2017: General Applications
February 15, 2017: Financial Aid Applications
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“SYA essentially allows you to be in 
a classroom at all times so you are 
always learning, whether you are at 
school, at home with your host family, 
interacting with locals, or traveling 
independently. Every moment 
becomes a learning opportunity and 
without a doubt it is because of this 
that I have gone from knowing basic 
Spanish to practically being fluent in 
only nine months. If you are serious 
about mastering another language, 
SYA is definitely the right program to 
do so.” 
James C. 
Spain ‘16, Belmont Hill School, MA

“Caroline came back more confident, 
self-assured, and with a take 
charge attitude. The last year in 
France strengthened her already 
strong foundation and gave her the 
reassurance she needed to become a 
strong individual.” 
Martina B. 
France ‘16 Parent, 
Caroline B., Torrey Pines High 
School, CA

“Both SYA Italy and SYA France 
students have also gone to the 
Global Issues Network in 
Luxembourg, to present the 
migration crisis’ effect on Italian 
shores and citizens. In order to 
prepare for their presentations, 
the students from Italy and France 
collaborated with each other, which 
made it truly seem like the SYA 
schools function like they are sections 
of the same school — just with 
different campuses in a different 
country.”
Karen A. 
Italy ’16, Hotchkiss School, CT

“During my free time we went to all 
the popular sites but we also went to 
some of the more unknown sites for 
tourists which made the experience 
really cool because we got to see 
places normal Chinese people would 
go to see. It was very rewarding 
when we visited places that are a 
reflection of Chinese culture rather 
than just places that are structured 
for tourism.” 
Yumna N. 
China ‘16, Wardlaw-Hartridge 

  School, NJ

“Many of our daughter’s positive 
personality traits, which we knew 
well, have evolved in surprising and 
exciting ways. Her enthusiasm 
for new experiences, her sense of 
confidence and her curiosity have 
soared. She has an enhanced global 
outlook and we believe she felt 
valued by the teachers, administrators 
and her fellow students in ways that 
she had not experienced previously 
in an academic setting.”
Cleo and Michael G. 
France ’16 Parents, 
Stella G., National Cathedral 
School, D.C.

Here is what some of our 
recent alums and their 
parents say about us:

For more details visit

SYA.ORG



It’s in you.
and it’s 
out there.

i ta ly

Immerse yourself in Italy.
Devour its rich history.
Become conversant in its language. 
Understand our rapidly-changing world
through global studies.

Speak in Italian as you share incredible 
meals with your host family. Explore the 
ancient land of the Etruscans and the 
contemporary issues facing the European 
Union. Experience the art, history and 
archaeology of this cultural cornerstone. 
Are you ready to become the you that 
you are destined to be?

Dig deep 
Italy is a country of layers, each civilization 
built on top of the last, and not only will 
you be in the center of the archaeological 
universe, you’ll also learn how those 
layers influence contemporary culture in 
this diverse country. You’re most likely a 
complete beginner in Italian, and we think 
that’s great. Nothing is more rewarding 
than going from zero to language hero in 

one short year. Our expert faculty teach in 
English and Italian, but language instruction 
doesn’t stop at the classroom door. You’ll 
be introduced to local Italians your age, 
and you’ll be surprised how much you can 
learn by spending time with them.

Viterbo: A walled city with 
hidden treasures withiN 
When you walk into our school, you’ll notice 
the high ceilings covered in Italian Frescos 
and the veranda where students enjoy the 
smells, sounds, and sights of this medieval 
city. Viterbo is perhaps the perfect place 
to study abroad, big enough to provide an 
exciting day-to-day life and small enough 
to feel like home. You’ll feel welcomed by 
cozy cafés and public squares. Don’t even 
get us started about the gelato!  

sya.org



i ta ly

Immerse yourself in Italy.
Devour its rich history.

Rome is a short train ride away, where you 
can explore one of the world’s great cities, 
strolling streets lined with miles of important 
cultural treasures. 

Have a seat at the table 
Food is important to Italians, and there is no 
better entry into Italian culture than sharing 
a meal with your host family. Our host 
family coordinator works hard to ensure 
that you’re placed with a family that you 
can connect with, and while you’ll need 
to do your part, our families are genuinely 
interested in you fitting right in. Some of our 
families live inside Viterbo’s city walls, and 
some live in the countryside, but they all 
provide a comfortable home for your Italian 
experience. Sometimes taking the first step 
into cultural immersion is as easy as, “please 
pass the lasagna!”

Experience modern-day time 
travel 
Educational travel is an important part of 
our curriculum, and our school’s proximity to 
Rome and central location in Italy provide 
numerous opportunities for exploration. 
Whether gazing at the ceiling of the Sistine 
Chapel or walking the medieval streets of 
Siena, your instructors help you fully engage 

in Italian culture in a meaningful way. 
When your Italian has improved and you’re 
ready, you’ll be offered the opportunity to 
travel independently. With a small group of 
friends you can plan your own trip to the far 
reaches of this diverse country. Whether you 
choose the gondola-filled canals of Venice 
or the Vespa-filled streets of Florence, you 
become more self-reliant as you improve 
your language skills.

don’t worry, we’ve got this 
When you come to SYA, you’ll dive deep 
into the Italian language and culture.  We 
expect you to work hard and commit 
yourself to the study abroad experience, 
but don’t worry about the other details. SYA 
is fully accredited and has college advisors, 
so you’ll stay on track with the college 
process and graduation. A dedicated 
advisor will help you along the way. You 
focus on your experience. We’ll take care 
of the rest. 

For more information, visit sya.org/italy.



s pa i n

It’s in you.
and it’s 
out there.

Immerse yourself in Spain.

Experience this culture that influences the World.

Become conversant in its language and discern its 
different dialects.

Understand the complexities of our global economy.

Stop translating and start fully understanding 
a culture, a new land and its language. 
Travel Spain extensively, gaining a deeper 
understanding of the regional differences. 
Delve into the history, arts and customs of 
this rich culture. Analyze economics and 
environmental issues globally and locally.  
You know something is waiting for you. Are 
you ready to find it?

SPEAK LIKE A LOCAL 
Spain has five official languages and 
around a dozen dialects, but don’t worry, 
we only expect you to master one. If you 
dedicate yourself to using the language, 
you’ll be amazed at the progress you 
can make in a year.  Some SYA students 
are even mistaken for native speakers, 
and nothing feels more rewarding. Our 
dedicated faculty members are gifted at 

weaving language instruction into every 
class and activity so that you’ll never miss 
an opportunity to improve.

Zaragoza: Live in the street 
When you arrive in Zaragoza, you’ll notice 
vast sidewalks full of locals shopping, 
catching up with their neighbors, or 
simply enjoying the afternoon sun. It’s said 
that Spaniards live in the street, and it’s 
understandable, as there is something new 
to explore every day. That tradition extends 
to SYA, where during free periods students 
will sit with friends in a local café or finish 
their Spanish essay in one of Zaragoza’s 
parks. Take a short walk toward the Ebro 
River and find yourself in La Plaza del Pilar, 
one of Spain’s largest public squares and 
home to the city’s fiestas.

sya.org



Experience this culture that influences the world.

s pa i n

Family is important – that 
includes you 
Spanish families tend to be tightly knit, 
so don’t be surprised if your host family 
treats you like one of their own. Our host 
family coordinator carefully selects families 
with you in mind, and while you must do 
your part to make the relationship work, 
our families go above and beyond to 
ensure that your Spanish experience is as 
rewarding as possible. In addition to sharing 
family meals and chats at home, many of 
our students travel to local villages in the 
foothills of the Pyrenees or attend local 
cultural events with their family. And then 
there is the food. You’ll never run out of new 
tapas to try, and they’re delicious. 

Choose your own adventure 
Educational travel is an important part of 
our curriculum, and you’ll attend “class” in 
some pretty spectacular locations. Whether 
in the canyons of the Sierra de Guara, or in 
the halls of the famous Museo Nacional del 
Prado, your instructors will explore hidden 
parts of the culture with you that elude all 
but the seasoned traveler. When you’re 
ready and your Spanish has improved, 
you’ll be offered the opportunity to travel 
independently. With a small group of friends 

you can plan your own trip, testing your 
language skills and becoming more self-
reliant in the process. Will you hike part 
of the Camino de Santiago? Or sample 
the world famous cuisine of the Basque 
Country? The choice is yours.

Don’t worry, we’ve got this 
When you come to SYA, you’ll dive deep 
into the Spanish language and culture.  
We expect you to work hard and commit 
yourself to the study abroad experience, 
but don’t worry about the other details. SYA 
is fully accredited and has college advisors, 
so you’ll stay on track with the college 
process and graduation. A dedicated 
advisor will help you along the way. You 
focus on your experience. We’ll take care 
of the rest. 

For more information, visit sya.org/spain.



It’s in you.
and it’s 
out there.

Immerse yourself in France.
Steep yourself in its culture and heritage.
Become conversant in its language.
Understand its influence in the world.

f r a n c e

Discuss politics in French with your host 
family. Head to Paris and experience, 
firsthand, the art and architecture of this 
cultural center. Explore the history, people 
and international relations of France. There is 
more out there. Are you ready to go find it?

Learn to speak with a certain  
Je ne Sais Quoi 
The French take their language seriously, 
and the high expectations that we have 
for your progress are only exceeded by 
the helpfulness of the French people. Our 
faculty are experts in language acquisition, 
so when you step into the classroom, you’ll 
be pointed in the direction of fluency. What 
might come as a surprise is the amount 
you can learn outside of school. From store 
clerks to people on the bus, the French are 
eager to help. The result is that you’ll return 

home with a level of French that would 
be impossible to achieve had you stayed 
home.

Rennes: From Madeline’s house 
to the PLACE DES LICES 
Our school, the former house of a 
French general, is nestled in a residential 
neighborhood near the city’s majestic 
Thabor Park and a short walk from bustling 
cafés and shops. Outside, the resemblance 
to Madeline’s house from the classic 
children’s story is uncanny. Inside, you’ll 
find classrooms and comfortable common 
areas. Students come to think of our school 
as a second home. Rennes, the capital 
of Brittany, is a vibrant college town, and 
its 45,000 university students provide an 
environment full of excitement and cultural 
offerings. In the center of the city is the high-

sya.org



Immerse yourself in France.
Steep yourself in its culture and heritage.

f r a n c e

speed rail station, ready to whisk you off to 
Paris or the Atlantic shore. 

Nothing is more important than 
a great home base 
Adapting to a new culture can be 
overwhelming, that’s why we make sure 
you’re placed with a host family who will 
show you the way. Your family may live 
in the city center, the suburbs, or in the 
countryside. Our families are carefully 
selected by our host family coordinator 
to ensure that you feel comfortable and 
welcomed. Whether by sharing a meal or 
taking a trip to the shore, you’ll begin to 
realize why many of our students stay in 
touch with their families for years to come.

Discover the hidden corners 
Educational travel is a key part of our 
curriculum, and because our school follows 
the French academic calendar, you’re 
never more than a few weeks from your 
next adventure. With our expert faculty as 
your guides you’ll cross the bay to Mont 
Saint-Michel, walk in the footsteps of the 
Allied Forces on the beaches of Normandy, 
and explore world-famous artwork in the 
Louvre. When your French has improved 
and you’re ready, you’ll be offered the 

opportunity to travel independently. With 
a small group of friends you can plan your 
own trip, exploring the exciting diversity of 
France, improving your language skills and 
learning self-reliance in the process. Will you 
hike the French Pyrenees, or discover the 
food scene of Lyon? The choice is yours. 

DON’t worry, we’ve got this 
When you come to SYA, you’ll dive deep 
into the French language and culture.  
We expect you to work hard and commit 
yourself to the study abroad experience, 
but don’t worry about the other details. SYA 
is fully accredited and has college advisors, 
so you’ll stay on track with the college 
process and graduation. A dedicated 
advisor will help you along the way. You 
focus on your experience. We’ll take care 
of the rest. 

For more information, visit sya.org/france.



It’s in you.
and it’s 
out there.

c h i n a

Immerse yourself in China.
Learn its history and become conversant 
in its language.
Relish its food and customs.
Explore and study the world’s environment.

SYA China will change you. You won’t 
merely master Mandarin; you’ll meld with a 
culture that is at once ancient and modern, 
mysterious and on the world’s center stage. 
Be one with the community as you live with 
a local family. Embark on a challenging 
curriculum centered around Chinese 
culture and global environmental science. 
Are you ready to understand the world like 
never before?

Our language lab has 1.3 billion 
lessons. Let’s get started 
There is no doubt about it, learning 
Mandarin is hard, but you have no better 
chance of mastering the language than 
at SYA China. Our dedicated faculty are 
gifted at teaching students from the U.S. 
the complexities of this ancient language, 

and they’ll be there to support you every 
step of the way. Outside of school your 
surroundings become your classroom. 
Every interaction with a local shopkeeper 
or a chat with a Chinese student your age 
is an opportunity to improve. Language is 
only part of the puzzle; our school’s focus 
on cultural learning and historical study will 
help you dive deep into your experience 
abroad.

Beijing: ancient, modern, and 
waiting to be explored 
Our school sits just 10 kms from the city 
center where world-class attractions like the 
Forbidden City rub shoulders with towering 
skyscrapers and modern restaurants. Beijing 
is one of the world’s largest cities, but our 
school is nestled in one of its many unique 

sya.org



c h i n a

Immerse yourself in China.
Learn its history and become conversant  
in its language.

neighborhoods, giving it a comfortable 
hometown feel. The mountainous wilderness 
just beyond the urban center is a short bus 
ride away.

When somewhere so different 
begins to feel like home 
Immersing yourself in a culture as 
different as China’s can be exciting yet 
overwhelming; this is why our host family 
coordinator works hard to ensure that 
you’re placed with a family that shares 
your love of cultural exploration. There is 
nothing more amazing than the moment 
when a place so new and different begins 
to feel like home. Our host families help you 
feel comfortable and provide you with a 
supportive environment to practice your 
Chinese. 

Explore China’s great diversity- 
and the Great Wall too 
Educational travel is an integral part of 
our curriculum and an important way to 
help you understand a China that is both 
impossibly large and amazingly diverse. 
Our group trips to places like Hunan and 
Shanxi Provinces are designed to give you 
an in-depth look at parts of the culture that 

are unknown to all but the most seasoned 
traveler. Our expert faculty make sure 
that you make the most of each unique 
opportunity. When your Chinese improves 
and you’re ready, you’ll be offered the 
opportunity to travel independently. With 
a small group of friends, you can plan 
your own trip, giving your language skills 
the ultimate challenge and learning self-
reliance in the process. 

don’t worry, we’ve got this 
When you come to SYA, you’ll dive deep 
into the Chinese language and culture.  
We expect you to work hard and commit 
yourself to the study abroad experience, 
but don’t worry about the other details. SYA 
is fully accredited and has college advisors, 
so you’ll stay on track with the college 
process and graduation. A dedicated 
advisor will help you along the way. You 
focus on your experience. We’ll take care 
of the rest. 

For more information, visit sya.org/china.
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