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First Quarter Challenge 
If 25% (one quarter) of your classmates give to the Annual Fund by March 31 (first quarter of the 
calendar year), your class will receive its choice of communication (e.g., email, letter, photo, video) from 
a student or faculty member in one of SYA’s current schools. This is a great opportunity for your 
classmates to relive and reminisce about their year abroad while supporting current and future students 
and faculty at whatever financial level they are able. 
 
Class Scholar Program 
The Class Scholar campaign was established in 2005-06 to increase dollar and participation goals by 
providing a meaningful incentive for class members.  
 
Approximately 50% of current students receive financial aid with the average award at approximately 
50% of tuition. Accordingly, an alumni class needs to raise at least 50% of current tuition from at least 
25% of their class during a single fiscal year (July 1 – June 30) in order to name a Class of “Country” 
“Year” Scholar for the following academic year. The amount, which will remain proportionate to tuition 
each year, makes a significant impact for a current student, and establishes an incremental pattern for 
increasing the class goal amount as tuition increases. In 2016-17, this amount is: $27,600. The first Class 
Scholar, the Class of France 1980 Scholar, attended SYA France in 2006-07. Over the past ten years, 13 
classes have participated and 62 Scholars have been named. 
 
The Class Scholar is selected by the SYA Admissions office in coordination with the Alumni and 
Development office, and is based on financial need. This important initiative was established to provide 
students with financial assistance to attend SYA while giving your class an opportunity to relive your 
experience through a current student.  
 
Not only will your class know that it has helped a deserving student have the opportunity to experience 
SYA, it will be able to share that experience. During the course of the year the Scholar will write two 
letters to the sponsoring class. The first letter will be written just prior to departure and will describe 
personal background, interests, reasons for attending SYA and hopes for the upcoming year. The second 
letter will be written in April and will allow the Scholar to describe the SYA experience as it actually 
occurred, and reflect upon what was surprising or significant both in and out of the classroom. SYA will 
distribute both letters to all members of the sponsoring class. 
 
For more information or to get started, please contact: 
 
Erin Stone, Director of Annual Giving 
978-725-6828 x619  
estone@sya.org 


